[Charge heterogeneity of low density lipoproteins].
Traditionally, low-density lipoprotein (LDL) are separated with respect to their size, density and apolipoprotein composition. Fractionation of LDL according to their electrical charge is also interesting as modified LDL have been implicated in the onset of atherosclerosis. This review discusses possible mechanisms underlying charge heterogeneity of human plasma LDL, such as oxidation, glycation, conjugation with aldehydes, carbamylation and changes in sialic acid content and protein composition.